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Why experiment with city streets?
What are city street experiments?

How can city street experiments be
transformative?
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Different street arrangements / urban orders are possible

Amsterdam, Damstraat

2021

(Stadsarchief Amsterdam) (Google Streetview)
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What are city street experiments?

“An intentional, temporary change of the street use, regulation
and/or form, aimed at exploring systemic change in urban
mobility and public space” (Bertolini, 2020)

Ona normal’ day As’lemgstreet

‘Leefkade’ Hugo de Groot

(Photos: Luca Bertolini)
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How can city street experiments be transformative?

e Street experiments must be prefigurative, e.g., conceived as transition
experiments: “short-term actions through which alternative structures,
cultures, and practices are explored” (Roorda et al., 2014):

— Radical

— Challenge driven

— Feasible

— Strategic

— Communicating / mobilizing



LEEFSTRAAT The ‘living street’ (‘leefstraat’) in Ghent EE
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http://www.leefstraat.be/

How can city street experiments be transformative?

* We must link prefigurative politics (experiments), contentious politics
(social movements and political protests), and institutional politics
(procedural democracy)

* A ‘multi-political approach’ (Schiller-Merkens, 2022)
* Linking = ‘organizing within and between’



Prefigurative politics
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Ghent’s mobility transition
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