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There is no 

reason for 

concern
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Data from the Ronneby cohort

Register based studies 

→ Increased risk of PCOS
→ Slightly increased risk for cancer: kidney, 

testis, bladder
→ Increased risk of severe COVID
→ More difficult to breastfeed
→ Language impairment in girls
→ Increased risk of Diabetes type-2
→ Increased risk of Bone fractures related to 

osteoporosis
→ No increased risk of endometriosis

→ No increased risk of high blood pressure 
during pregnancy

→ No increased risk of inflammation in the 
intestine

→ No increased risk of thyroid disease

→ Not lower titers after COVID-vaccine
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Cross-sectional studies

→ Increased level of cholesterol

→ Altered epigenetic pattern

→ No effects on thyroid hormone (in persons 
without thyroid disease)

→ No effects on markers of intestinal
inflammation



Health effects within the board of the local PFAS-society in 

Ronneby, 2013-2025
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Why did it take so long to 

discover the danger of PFAS?
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New 

environmental

pollutant

Fluorinated

plastics – a new 

threat
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Hans Palmstierna, 1971

“Fluorinated substances are increasingly 
gaining ground in industry... There is every 

reason to be wary.

…Some types of paper, such as disposable 
napkins and disposable sheets, have 

fluorine-containing substances added… 
foam extinguishers contain fluorine-

containing substances”
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Report of the Environmental Control Commission (SOU 1972:31) before 

the Act on Goods Hazardous to Health and the Environment
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• High-boiling hydrofluorocarbons

• Insignificant knowledge of long-term effects

• Potential risk factors

• Resistance to degradation
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”Command the science”
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5 maj 2025Benchmark dose modeling - Masters in Toxicology - Antero Silva, 

16th of May, 2018  
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HOW DID THEY ACT? 14 December, 1995
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• Major own research that is not open

• Publication planning

• Top professors as consultants

• Collaboration with editors

• Targeted grants

• Friendships



A “new” PFAS found in surface water in Ronneby 
by high school students 
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Health effects?
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Estimating historical PFAS exposures in Ronneby, Sweden 

using biobanked dried blood spots from newborns

5 May, 2025 23

Blomberg et al., (2025) 10.1016/j.envres.2025.121397
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