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Site-independent methodology for the evaluation and 

remediation of petrochemical sites in Romania 

Background 

As a member state of the EU, Romania must implement in its national 

legislation and enforce the community law requirements of media-re-

lated environmental protection, the polluter pays principle and the re-

quirement of environmental liability, i. a. regarding the management of 

contaminated sites. In 2015, the Government of Romania adopted the 

National Plan for Managing Contaminated Sites to assess and, if neces-

sary, to remediate the estimated number of 1,400 affected sites by 2050. 

In 2019, the law on the management of (potentially) contaminated sites 

became effective. To facilitate the implementation of these policies, it is 

important to compile existing expert knowledge and to present it me-

thodically in a way, which makes an effective application by responsible 

authorities and by stakeholders being liable for remediation possible. 

Project details
Together with experts from Romania, a manual has been developed for 

the identification, investigation, assessment and remediation of contam-

inated sites at typical facilities of the oil and gas industry, such as explo-

ration sites, tank farms and refineries. The authors considered i. a. re-

sults of advisory assistance for the remediation and redevelopment of a 

former tank farm site in Bucharest. The manual contains technical and 

legal information and presents solution-oriented administrative proce-

dures. In three specific trainings, representatives of authorities and mul-

tipliers practised the application of the manual. A conference in Bucha-

rest presented the manual to the professional public of Romania. In re-

sponse to interest of international actors, the Romania-specific manual 

has been advanced towards a publication which is globally applicable. 

It shall contribute to improving technical and administrative workflows 

of the management of contaminated sites, in particular of the oil and gas 

industry, globally. 
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